
The next classic. 

Impressive performance capabilities, highlighted by its detailed high frequency resolution, incredible 

transparency, powerful dynamics and remarkably deep bass extension make the X18 ideal for 

small to medium sized rooms and simply one of the finest compact loudspeakers Dynaudio has 

ever developed. 

Pass Labs produces an incredibly 
deep line of power amplifiers and 
source components. Though the 
founders name graces the front 
panel, Mr. Pass only designs the 
power amplifiers. Preamplifiers 
and phonstages fall to the talented 
mind of Wayne Colburn. 

The XP-17 is Pass Labs entry-level 
phonostage, replacing the outgoing 
XP-15. There is only a slight price 
increase between the two, with the 
XP-15 having an MSRP of $3,800, 
and the new XP-17 now $4,300. 

In Pass world, the higher model 
(in their preamplifiers) number 
translates to greater sonics and less 
noise. Like the XP-15, the XP-17 is a 
one-chassis component. 

REVIEW 

TheXP-17 
Phonostage 

Solid-State silence 
makes for 
vinyl bliss. 

Another precicion 
phono instrument 

from Pass Labs. 

By Rob Johnson 

The XP-25, like Pass's flagship Xs 
Phono, comes in two parts: one 
enclosure dedicated to the power 
supply, and another for the delicate 
phonostage circuitry. The Xs Phono 
represents the pinnacle of their 
phonostage achievement to date. 
Pass Labs proudly refers to it as an 
"all-out assault on the state-of-the-art 
in vinyl." That's a tall order indeed! 

Regardless which phonostage fits 
your audio budget, much trickle-down 
technology benefits all the designs. 
Pass Labs describes several internal 
improvements which provide the 
XP-17 with greater capability than 
its predecessor. A shielded, low noise 
toroid and input filter module 
combined with an extra level of RC 
filtering reduces potential noise 
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