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Swiss audio electronics 

specialist DarTZeel is the 

brain-child of one Hervé 

Delétraz (the brand name is 

an anagram of his surname). 

Graduating from the 

Engineering School of Geneva 

in 1984, Delétraz then spent 

the next 16 years developing 

the first power amplifier that 

carried the DarTZeel name. 

Although the design has 

evolved over the years, that 

clever yet deceptively simple 

‘Never Heard Before’ signal 

path made one of the fastest-

sounding amplifiers ever 

made, and all the designs that 

have followed from DarTZeel 

have reflected the speed 

and sheer musicality of that 

original circuit.

A lot of the DarTZeel 

sound comes from the fact 

that, at his core, Hervé 

Delétraz is a music lover 

first and an audio enthusiast 

second. He listens intently 

to the equipment he makes 

(of course) but does so from 

something more than simple 

engineering listening tests.

https://dartzeel.com/en/

Data Conversion Systems 

Ltd – known the world over as 

‘dCS’ – is the UK’s foremost 

digital-only audio expert. 

From its 1980s beginnings 

as a consultant in signal 

conversion to the aviation 

and aerospace industries, 

through making some of 

the most highly respected 

analogue-to-digital converters 

in the music business, to its 

position of dominance at the 

zenith of domestic digital audio 

reproduction, dCS has long 

been the leader in the digital 

field, setting a high standard 

for others to try (and often 

fail) to reach.

Sometimes, dCS literally 

sets the standards, too; the 

company was pivotal in the 

development of the ‘DSD over 

PCM’ format that allows high-

rate bitstream files (originally 

only accessed from SACD 

discs) to be transmitted and 

unpacked as PCM audio files 

for computer audio. This truly 

revolutionised high-resolution 

audio streaming, and not 

simply for dCS.

dcsaudio.com
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